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ÅState law and agreements with 37 
partner cities require the Plan

ÅCounty, its advisory committees, and 
partner cities collaborate on Plan 
development

ÅThe Plan guides how to prevent, 
recycle, and dispose waste in ways that 
are efficient, cost effective and protect 
the environment

A Policy Roadmap 

for the Regional System



Regional Solid Waste System
Serving 1.4 million people

ÅKing County regional service provider

Å 37 cities all but Seattle & Milton

Å 6 urban transfer stations

Å 4 rural transfer facilities

Å 9 closed landfills

Å 1 open landfill
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Source: 2015 Waste Characterization Study and 2016 King County Solid Waste Tonnage Forecast

Readily recyclable & 

compostable

Potentially recyclable

Limited recyclability

70% of what is 

currently 

thrown away 

as trash could 

be recycled

Recycling Goal: 70%
Our Latest Recycling Rate Is 52% 



ÅPlan includes a menu of actions 
including:

ÅWaste prevention and reuse

ÅProduct stewardship

ÅRecycling and composting

ÅEducation

ÅIncentives

ÅMandates

ÅInfrastructure improvements

How do we achieve  
70% recycling?



Transfer and Processing


