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UNINCORPORATED AREA COUNCIL

———Working to keep the Rural Area rural

February 10, 2025

Jeffry Wright (jeffry.wright05@gmail.com)
Operations Manager
Reserve Silica Corporation

Mr. Wright,

We extend an invitation to Reserve Silica to discuss its operations in Ravensdale, WA, with our
Area Council at our next monthly meeting on Monday, March 3, 2024, from 7:00 - 9:30 PM at
the Maple Valley Fire Station located at 22225 SE 231st St (across from the KC Sheriff’s
Precinct).

We have been following the Ravensdale operations for decades and have hosted officials from
Reserve Silica, King County, and the WA Department of Ecology.

As requested we have prepared a set of Questions (see pp. 2-3) for you to address. We look
forward to a fruitful discussion.

Prepared by:
Peter Rimbos (primbos@comcast.net)

Chair, Growth Management Committee
Greater Maple Valley Unincorporated Area Council (GMVUAC)

Approved by:
Steve Hiester (hies_skel@hotmail.com)

Chair
Greater Maple Valley Unincorporated Area Council (GMVUAC)
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Questions for Reserve Silica for GMVUAC Monday, March 3, Monthly Meeting:

1. KC DLS-Permitting’s Ty Peterson told us Reserve Silica has new owners.
a. Who are the current “owners” of Reserve Silica/Reserve Industries?
b. What responsibilities/authorities do you have as Reserve Silica Operations Manager?
c. Who has the strategic decision-making authority for Reserve Silica?

2. Can you share, in a general sense, Reserve Silica’s long-term plans for this property?
a. Retain or divest?
b. Reserve Silica’s plans for the Plant Site?
c. Reserve Silica’s plans for the non-CKD lands south of the Ravensdale/Black Diamond
Road?

3. KC DLS-Permitting’s Ty Peterson told us a new Clearing & Grading “Conditional-Operating
Permit” was issued to Reserve Silica covering August 2024 to January 2025.
a. What does Reserve Silica believe are the “conditions” placed on this permit?
b. Has Reserve Silica received an updated permit beyond January 20257 If so, what
does Reserve Silica believe are the “conditions” placed on this permit?

4. KC DLS-Permitting’s Ty Peterson told us that new Permit conditions (e.g., what is to be
filled, how much, where, with what, what monitoring, what safeguards, etc.) were included
in that Clearing & Grading “Conditional-Operating Permit”.

a. What does Reserve Silica believe are those new specific conditions?
b. When did Reserve Silica begin its work under that new permit?

5. The Reclamation Plan for Reserve Silica was replaced with an Interim Reclamation Plan
dated May 2014. But that Interim Reclamation Plan was invalidated by the full King County
Council in December 2016, and confirmed by KC DLS-Permitting’s [was DPER at that time]
Randy Sandin in October 2017. We understand Reserve Silica has been operating without
an approved Reclamation Plan since December 2016.

a. Has Reserve Silica developed a new Reclamation Plan?

b. If so, does Reserve Silica believe it was approved by KC DLS-Permitting? If not, what
are the plans for producing a new Reclamation Plan?

c. Does Reserve Silica agree with KC DLS-Permitting’s conclusion that the Reserve
Silica property (other than the Cement-Kiln Dust-related lands and the Plant Site) is
being reclaimed for forestry purposes?

6. The May 2014 Interim Reclamation Plan identified filling the 17-ac Upper and Lower Pits to
their pre-mining topography, then topsoiling and planting as the remaining reclamation
needs for the property. In early 2016, Reserve Silica estimated it would complete
reclamation of the property by the end of 2016 [Reserve Silica, Rural Mining Site
Conversion Project, May 2016]. KC DLS-Permitting’s [was DPER at that time] Fred White
estimated Reserve Silica would be done with reclamation sometime in 2017, yet “filling”
continues today. Please note that Reserve Silica’s website stated it was out of ‘below
grade' space for disposal and was moving to ‘'more expensive above grade' disposal on Jan
26, 2017.

a. Does Reserve Silica consider “reclamation” to be complete on this property?
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b. If so, what is the justification for the past eight years of “filling”? If not, what mining
activities has this fill been “reclaiming™?

c. If “Reclamation filling” is not yet complete, how much additional fill is required to
complete reclamation and when does Reserve Silica anticipate completing that
reclamation?

7. KC DLS-Permitting’s Thomas Campbell told us that DLS-Permitting is requiring Reserve
Silica to have a survey conducted of on-site stockpiled fill volume vs. permitted fill needs.
a. Has that survey been completed?
b. If so, when and what were its conclusions?
c. If not, what are the plans for conducting this survey?

8. We have several concerns related to the clearcut:

» Reserve Silica clearcut ~60-ac of mature Douglas-fir trees in the NE corner of the
property in 2021/2022, without obtaining a Forest Practices Act (FPA) permit from the WA
Department of Natural Resources. At the time, Reserve Silica’s Fred White claimed it
didn’t need a FPA permit, because it was converting this land from forestry to a non-
forestry use, even though it had no authority to do so.

 As of Fall 2024, this land had still not been replanted.

* Reserve Silica’s Frank Melfi told KC DLS-Permitting’s Teddy Taddese it was planning on
applying to construct an Asphalt/Concrete Processing Facility on this site.

 As of last year, Reserve Silica had accepted ~3,300 truckloads of imported fill dumped on
this land (imputed from WA Department of Ecology’s February 16, 2024, determination of
No Further Action report). KC DLS-Permitting’s Ty Peterson told us that Reserve Silica
was to have submitted a proposal for dumping on the clearcut site by October 21, 2024.

» Substantial road building and upgrades beyond what would be required for dumping or
forestry purposes also have occurred during 2024.

Our questions:

a. What agency and who at that agency approved clearcutting this land, and when?

b. What future non-forestry land use is Reserve Silica planning for this 60-ac?

c. Is Reserve Silica still pursuing the option of constructing an Asphalt/Concrete
Processing Facility on this site?

d. What agency and who at that agency approved dumping fill on this clearcut land and
when?

e. Did Reserve Silica submit its proposal for dumping on the clearcut site by the October
21, 2024, date mentioned above? If so, was this approved and by who and when?

f. Is dumping on this 60-ac currently ongoing? Does Reserve Silica have future plans
for additional dumping on this clearcut site?

g. Does Reserve Silica have any plans for replanting this 60-ac?
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