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UNINCORPORATED AREA COUNCIL

Working to keep the Rural Area rural

September 1, 2025

Warren Clauss (wclauss@kingcounty.gov)
Teddy Taddese (teddy.Taddese@kingcounty.gov)
Ty Peterson (ty.Peterson@kingcounty.gov)
Commercial Permitting—Permitting Division

King County Department of Local Services (DLS)

Re: SEPA Public Comment Period for Reserve Silica Clearing & Grading Reclamation Permit
Being Processed Under Record # GRDE25-0052

Gentlemen,

Per Mr. Clauss’ August 29, 2025, e-mail response to the undersigned, it is our understanding the
subject Public Notice will be released this coming Friday, September 5, 2025, with a 21-day Public
Comment period ending on Friday, September 26, 2025.

We respectfully request that 21-day Public Comment period to extended to a 60-day Public Comment
period ending on Tuesday, November 4, 2025. Yes, we understand the Division has “a policy of
accepting public comments for consideration up until the time a permit decision is made™—as Mr.
Clauss described in his August 29, 2025, e-mail. However, from a legal standpoint, if the Public
Notice states “271 days,” that is all we can officially expect, regardless of in-house “policy.”

Our supporting rationale for a 60-day Public Comment period is as follows:

« 21 days is insufficient time to review an extremely large volume of documentation, reports,
memos, e-mails, etc., literally generated over decades, let alone prepare/submit Comment.

« Our multiple past requests of publicly available records through Public Records Requests were
ignored until very recently. Further, past commitments by Division personnel (sometimes in face-
to-face meetings) to provide information we requested were largely unfulfilled. We continue to
sift through the large volume of materials we have only recently started to receive.

+ Permits, Maps, Reports, Memos, E-mails, Discussions, etc. related to the Reserve Silica site
history are numerous and, in many cases, quite complex, including how they all fit together to
tell a cohesive story regarding requests and decisions made by both the Division and Reserve
Silica. This includes misrepresentations and misinterpretations of permit-required work—What
has been done? What hasn’t been done? What shouldn’t have been done? Finally, there are
records that have been lost and apparently regenerated.
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» There have been various government agencies involved which have been part of multiple
decision processes: WA DNR, WA DOE, PHSKC, and KC DLS-P.

« Last, but not least, the General Public has absolutely no idea of any of this and isn’t prepared to
respond in any meaningful way to the upcoming Public Notice. While we aim to do our best in
preparing and submitting pertinent detailed Comments, the Division should have a process in
place whereby many interested members of the Public can be submit Comments that can help
its decision process going forward.

We also refer you to (our highlighting): WAC 197 SEPA Rules, specifically WAC 197-11-502 Inviting
comment. “(1) Agency efforts to involve other agencies and the public in the SEPA process should
be commensurate with the type and scope of the environmental document.” Clearly, the subject effort
meets those factors.

Finally, these types of SEPA comment deadlines can be extended for “good cause,” including the
following circumstances, all of which apply here:

+ Large-scale or complex projects.

+ Highly complex documents.

+ Significant public interest or controversy.

+ Multiple agency interest.

« Unanticipated new information.

+ Ensuring environmental justice for a disproportionately affected community.

We urgently call for you to process our request herein as quickly as possible, as time is short. It is
hoped the Public Notice, to be released this coming Friday, September 5, 2025, will be amended to
include our requested 60 day Public Comment period through Tuesday, November 4, 2025. If there is
insufficient time to do so, we call for the Public Notice release date to be delayed several days until
there is sufficient time to make this change.

Thank you.

Prepared by:
Peter Rimbos (primbos@comcast.net)

Chair, Growth Management Committee
Greater Maple Valley Unincorporated Area Council (GMVUAC)

Approved by:
Steve Hiester (hies_skel@hotmail.com)

Chair
Greater Maple Valley Unincorporated Area Council (GMVUAC)

cc:  Jim Chan (jim.chan@kingcounty.gov), Director, KC DLS-Permitting Divison
Leon Richardson (LRichardson@kingcounty.gov), Director, KC DLS
Reagan Dunn (reagan.dunn@kingcounty.gov), District 9, Councilman, KC Council
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