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My name is Terry Lavender and | represent the Joint Team. This group now consists of
three Urban Unincorporated Area organizations—Fairwood, Skyway, and West Hill—
and the original ten Rural Area organizations.

We have previously submitted written comments regarding the proposed update to the
Critical Areas Ordinance. In general, it is very good and offers a greater level of
protection to critical areas in the County. Best Available Science is clearly explained,
along with how it informs the regulations and protections. If there is conflict with other
Growth Management Goals, this is explained and noted. For example, buffers are
smaller in urban areas to allow housing density and increased vegetation is suggested
to improve the protection.

We applaud the extensive use of non-requlatory measures throughout. These include
new and improved mapping, the Land Conservation Initiative, The Public Benefit Rating
System (PBRS), storm water management, flood management planning, Farm and
Forest Management Plans, restoration, and other proven strategies. All of these have
multiple benefits and provide some flexibility, while still ensuring compliance.

Without major reform in the Department of Local Services, Permitting Division, we are
very concerned the promise of this update will fall short. Careful application of code,
landowner assistance, updated materials and maps, adequate staff, and reliable and
effective code enforcement are all needed, but wanting. It is truly a huge task for
citizens to know how to apply the regulations. We understand the complexity and
difficulty of funding improvements in the Local Services Permitting Divisions but urge
you to look for a way. The success of this update depends on it.
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